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About SPS
The professional society for
physics students & their mentors
The Society of Physics Students (SPS) is a professional
association explicitly designed for students. Membership,
through collegiate chapters, is open to anyone interested in
physics. The only requirement for membership is that you be
interested in physics. Besides physics majors, our members
include majors in chemistry, computer science, engineering,
geology, mathematics, medicine, and other fields.
Within SPS is housed Sigma Pi Sigma, the national physics
honor society, which elects members on the basis of
outstanding academic achievement. This unique two-in-one
society operates within the American Institute of Physics, an
umbrella organization for ten other professional science
societies.

Purpose and Mission

What We’re About
• Outreach PLACE PHOTO HERE,
OTHERWISE DELETE BOX

The SPS exists to help students transform themselves into
contributing members of the professional community. Course
work develops only one range of skills. Other skills needed to
flourish professionally include effective communication and
personal interactions, leadership experience, establishing a
personal network of contacts, presenting scholarly work in
professional meetings and journals, and outreach services to
the campus and local communities.
Locally, regionally, nationally, and internationally, the SPS
offers the opportunity for these important enrichments to the
student’s experience.

• Conferences

• Go Places and Get Once in a Lifetime
Opportunities (Last year we visited Penn
State and got to see their nuclear reactor in
action!)
• Networking with other Universities and
fellow Scientists
• Leadership Skills

History

• Planetarium Movie Nights

The Society of Physics Students was formed in 1968 with a
constitution that combined its two "parent" organizations, The
AIP Student Sections and the Sigma Pi Sigma honor society.
SPS now has over 700 chapters on campuses across the
country. About 5,000 students take part in chapter activities
each year, making SPS the fourth largest physics society in
the country. The associated honor society, Sigma Pi Sigma,
now exists in about 450 of those chapters with over 75,000
inductees throughout its history.

• Liquid Nitrogen Ice Cream (We’re all about
this one)
• Great Resource for Scholarship Info
• Not Just for Physicists; anyone can join!

