The Stars and Ritter Observatory

Nancy Morrison — 13 February 2004
Hot supergiants: large, luminous, massive stars
Astrophysical importance:
e Evolve rapidly toward end in a supernova explosion

e Over many stellar generations, responsible for
most of the heavy elements

e Radiation-driven stellar wind influences star’s
environment

e Use as extragalactic distance indicators
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H alpha profile
HR 1040: Event
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