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5.6 Torque-free Motion of a Rigid Body 207

FIGURE 5.6 Precession of the angular velocity about the axis of symmetry in the force-
free motion of a symmetrical rigid body.
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Vertical

: [
/ Line of nodes

FIGURE 5.7 Euler’s angles specifying the orientation of a symmetrical top.
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Figure 10-14
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(a) (b) (c)
FIGURE 5.9 The possible shapes for the locus of the figure axis on the unit sphere.



